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The churches in the North Fairfax Region are Church of the Holy Comforter, Vienna; Church of 
the Holy Cross, Dunn Loring; Epiphany Episcopal Church, Oak Hill; St. Anne’s, Reston; St. 
Dunstan’s, McLean; St. Francis’, Great Falls; St. John’s, McLean; St. Thomas’, McLean; and St. 
Timothy’s, Herndon. The Very Rev. Jessica Holthus serves as Dean for the Region. 

The North Fairfax Region has remained faithfully engaged throughout 2025. We continue to 
hold hybrid meetings to allow for the greatest participation. Each meeting opens with Bible study 
and reflection around the diocesan call to “Love Jesus. Embody justice. Be disciples.” 

December 2024 Meeting: We allocated funds toward our regional youth mission trip ($3,000) to 
Southwest Virginia (Moving Mountains Mission, M3) and to ARISE Ministries ($1,000). Our 
nominating committee presented a full slate of candidates, including youth delegate and 
alternate, who were unanimously elected by the region. 

February 2025 Meeting: We held our March meeting in February due to Ash Wednesday falling 
that week. Guests included Drew Ensz, campus minister for ARISE Ministry at George Mason 
University, and Gabriel Dole, vice president of ARISE. ARISE is a nondenominational ministry 
serving the GMU campus. We voted to donate $800 of our 2024 local outreach funds to ARISE 
and $500 to Just Neighbors, a local immigration nonprofit. 

May 2025 Meeting: Our May meeting was brief and focused on routine regional business. Our 
Bible study centered on how our congregations are embodying love. Examples included radical 
welcome in our churches, active food pantries, and support for refugees. 

October 2025 Meeting: As part of our Bible study on Micah 6:8, two region members who 
participated in the 2025 Virginia Racial Justice and Healing Pilgrimage shared reflections on 
their experience. We heard reports from the M3 mission trip and a summer youth activity, both 
of which were great successes. We also formed a nominating committee to prepare a slate of 
officers for 2026 to be presented at our December meeting. 

North Fairfax 2025 Youth Moving Mountains Mission Trip (M3): The 2025 Moving Mountains 
Mission Trip was a tremendous success in so many ways. As always, our teens approached 
their projects with grace, teamwork, and a deep spirit of service. This year’s trip was especially 
meaningful because of our collaboration with the Diocese of Southwestern Virginia and Grace 
Episcopal Church in Alexandria. Together, we shared both project responsibilities and living 
quarters at Grace House on the Mountain. 

Altogether, we had 40 participants—32 teens and 8 adults—with M3 contributing 11 teens and 4 
adults to the mission field. As a united team, we accomplished an impressive list of projects: 
built two 8’ x 8’ decks with stairs, constructed one 8’ x 10’ deck with stairs, designed and 
assembled a 35-foot handicap ramp with multiple platforms, and rehabilitated a trailer to support 
a family in need. These efforts directly served families in vulnerable situations, including a 

 



mother with three children, a pair of retirees awaiting HUD assistance, and an elderly woman 
who uses a wheelchair and needed safe access from her home to the driveway. 

Some of the activities of North Fairfax Region parishes since the 2024 Convention are outlined 
below: 

Epiphany Episcopal Church, Oak Hill: Epiphany Episcopal Church continues to creatively 
widen the circle of participation outside our church walls to share in making God’s love known 
through our ministries directed at strengthening food and housing security in our community. 
This past year we were able to engage two corporate partners: BCBS and Leidos. We continue 
to partner with our local food pantry by offering financial resources and people time and energy. 
The Hot Meals (a program that ensures anyone who wants one can have a hot meal at the end 
of the day, every day) and Food4Thought programs run strong. Epiphany has also taken a 
leadership role in our participation in the hypothermia shelter ministry. We provided guidance 
and input to other congregations or communities seeking to offer shelter in the winter for those 
who need it. Our connections to the wider community are expanding through the growing 
relationships between the Oak Hill Preschool families and our parish families. 

Church of the Holy Comforter, Vienna: Holy Comforter is enjoying the completion of our Solar 
Array, which began working on the last day of 2024! Because of this, we were able to fully fund 
the project from a family gift and the Inflation Reduction Act. The array provides 110%+ of our 
electrical needs and will continue to do so in a time of increasing electrical costs. We were 
recently given the Congregational Sustainability Champion by FACS for our efforts toward 
net-zero carbon emissions. This year, due to planned retirements, the church lay staff was 
reorganized under a new Executive Director of Parish Operations, and we hired a new Director 
of Family Formation and Children’s Ministry, and a new Associate Rector. Our Creation Care 
Team continues to rewild our 7-Acre Wood, has created an outdoor chapel, and beautified the 
campus. We will complete a renovation project to provide a new music room, an ADA-compliant 
bathroom, and updated children's Sunday School classrooms. We continue to actively support 
our refugee families from Afghanistan and Venezuela with housing (co-signing rental 
applications and finding apartments), education and tutoring, medical needs, employment, 
transportation, and asylum applications. Our upcoming year will focus on further community 
building, mission, and engagement with the larger community. Vitality in the parish is thankfully 
strong, with regular newcomers, formation for all ages, stewardship, outreach, creation care, 
music ministry, and a parish thrift shop all showing high levels of engagement. 

St. Anne’s, Reston: St. Anne’s has embraced the College for Congregational Development 
(CCD) model—Gather, Transform, Send—with a particular focus on context: the places we are 
sent, where we live our everyday lives. In discerning our context, we believe God is calling us to 
be a spiritual safe haven and stable presence amidst the turmoil facing our nation. As a church 
rooted in Northern Virginia, we see challenges such as food insecurity, unemployment, and fear 
of ICE continue to grow, and we are being invited to respond with compassion, courage, and 
faithfulness. In response to pressing needs, we convened a civic support group, altered our food 
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pantry distribution methods, trained our volunteers to respond in the event of an ICE raid, and 
are generously using discretionary funds to help families bridge financial gaps. Throughout it all, 
we continue to speak out for justice, racial healing, and equality—holding firm in our core values 
of being a progressive place of welcome and diversity. 

St. Dunstan’s, McLean: This year has been a time of transition and growth at St. Dunstan’s. In 
September 2024, Rev. Chris Miller became our Priest-in-Charge and has provided steady, 
thoughtful leadership. His presence has brought renewed energy and direction to our parish. 
Music and outreach continue to be central passions at St. Dunstan’s. Our choir rehearses 
weekly on Thursdays, and we’ve hosted several concerts throughout the year, including a 
successful outreach concert that welcomed anyone in the community. After 38 years of 
partnership with an external preschool, St. Dunstan’s made the decision to move forward 
without it. This marks the beginning of a new chapter for us. We are currently discerning how 
best to use the space and how it can serve our parish’s mission going forward. We remain 
committed to worship and service and are excited about the future. 

St. John’s, McLean: St. John’s continues to experience a period of growth in both depth and 
breadth. We started our 2025–26 program season with two new worship opportunities: Choral 
Evensong on the second Sunday of the month and Supper Church Fellowship Meals on the 
third Sunday of the month. While somewhat liturgically opposite in style, they embody our desire 
to engage one another in prayer, praise, and worship. Our staff and clergy have offered 
additional enhancements in programming: a parish pilgrimage, day trips and outings for adults, 
a crafting group, multiple opportunities for parishioner-led Bible studies, a “Faith and Film” 
series, as well as a diversity of youth events balancing time for celebration and service. In 
August, we sent our largest team of youth and adult volunteers ever on a service trip to our 
companion parish of twenty-seven years in Consuelo, Dominican Republic. This fall we started 
a process of expanding our gardens with native trees, shrubs, and pollinators, as well as 
reducing our monoculture footprint by converting a portion of our grass lawn into a native 
wildflower meadow. In the spirit of evangelism, we have expanded the availability of our facilities 
for the use of our local community. We offer meeting space for McLean’s two high schools’ 
youth leadership training. Students with disabilities from Langley High School visit us weekly, 
learning basic life skills as weekly office helpers. For over a century, we have enjoyed a 
relationship with a Scouting America Troop of Boys and Girls. Recently, local garden clubs have 
gathered at St. John's. We also offer space for twelve-step meetings six days per week. 

St. Thomas, McLean: St. Thomas continues to explore evangelism opportunities. Our newest 
effort is a 5 p.m. Sunday night service, which is a High Mass. Featuring incense, chanting, and 
space for quiet, this service invites worshipers into a deeper relationship with God. We are 
preparing for a pilgrimage to Italy and Greece in 2026 that will explore how first-century 
Christians lived faithfully during the Roman Empire. Our pilgrimage stops will include Naples, 
Pompeii, and Herculaneum, as well as Athens, Corinth, Berea, Thessaloniki, and Philippi. This 
fall, we will begin our pilgrimage preparation with a Bible study we’ve called Living the Gospel in 
Empire, Empowered by Christ. Our preschool, The St. Thomas Early Learning Center, continues 
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to thrive, offering a quality preschool education with before- and after-care available and 
operating from 7:30 to 5:30. 

St. Timothy’s, Herndon: St. Timothy’s had a busy year in 2025, beginning with the 50th 
anniversary of St. Timothy’s Pre-School, a ministry outreach of the church since 1975. A huge 
block party was held in the spring with the Mayor of Herndon, the founding Rector of the 
Pre-School, former teachers, current students, and members of the community. We celebrated 
Shrine Mont’s 100th anniversary on multiple occasions: on Shrine Mont “Sunday” in the spring 
with camp songs and special coffee hour; at the 100th proper in Orkney Springs (alongside an 
Adult Forum back home); and then our annual Shrine Mont retreat with record attendance and 
guest facilitator and speaker, the Reverend Anthony Guillen. Anthony+ had recently retired as 
the Latino Missioner for The Episcopal Church as a whole, and we were blessed to have him 
help our bilingual congregation move forward as Mucha pueblo, una familia (“Many peoples, 
one family”). We also welcomed VTS Middler, Marie Esther Duvert, originally from Haiti but 
canonically resident in the Diocese of New Jersey, as our new seminarian. Finally, we said 
goodbye and laid to rest the Reverend Brad Rundlett, our beloved long-time pastor and Rector 
Emeritus, with a packed service over the summer and private inurnment in the Fall. 

  

Respectfully Submitted​
Chris Cameron, President, North Fairfax Region 
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