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Ministry for Racial Justice and Healing – 
Report to the 231st Annual Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia 

 

"There is no progress unless the wounded among us—those broken in heart and bruised in 
spirit—have space to tell their stories and share their burdens. Justice is only possible if the 

ones cast outside of the camp, the city, or the church are lovingly brought back into a 
changed and transformed community.” 

The Wounds Are the Witness, Yolanda Pierce 

 

The Ministry for Racial Justice and Healing in the Diocese of Virginia remains committed 
and actively engaged in supporting individuals, parishes, institutions and regions 
throughout the Diocese in the work of embodying justice.  While we are actively engaged in 
the work of exploring and refreshing the vision and mission of the Ministry. Our vision is to 
be “Christians boldly speaking truth to power and working for a world free from the evils of 
white supremacy, racism, and colonialism.”  The mission that guides our work invites the 
Diocese of Virginia to be actively engaged “in creating sustainable programs to dismantle 
racism, white, supremacy, and the legacy of colonialism through education and advocacy 
with social, governmental and ecclesiastical systems.” 

This report is submitted by Dr. J. Lee Hill, Jr., Canon for Racial Justice and Healing, with the 
support of Dr. Chris Cameron of St. Anne’s Episcopal Church in Reston, Chair of the 
Ministry for Racial Justice and Healing. 

REFRESHING THE MINISTRY FOR RACIAL JUSTICE AND HEALING 

In 2025, the Ministry was in transition and refreshing in that we welcomed into leadership 
seven dedicated individuals to serve in leadership:  The Rev’d Benjamin Badgett (St. Mark’s, 
Richmond ), Mr. Larry Clark (St. Philip’s, Richmond), Mr. Jan Cornelius (The Falls Church, 
Falls Church), Miss Isabelle Cresswell (St. Paul’s, Richmond), The Rev’d Susie Harding (St. 
Andrew’s, Burke), Ms. Maggie Keller (St. John’s, Mclean), and Ms. Ericka Masias (La Iglesia 
de Santa Maria, Falls Church).  Additionally, this year we said farewell to several long-term 
members who served the Diocese faithfully in this ministry:  The Rev’d Marlene Forrest (St. 
Philip’s, Richmond), Ms. Carolyn Lanier (St. Philip’s, Richmond), and The Rev’d Christine 
Garcia (St. Thomas, Richmond). 

In refreshing the Ministry for Racial Justice and Healing, the ministry has ministerial 
oversight for the following areas of ministry:  Native American/Indigenous Ministries, 
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Triangle of Hope, Latino Ministries, Immigration, Sacred Ground, Healing from Internalized 
Oppression, Truth and Reparations Task Force, and Pilgrimage experiences. 

CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT  

The Ministry set an ambitious goal of developing a 5-hour curriculum at the intersections of 
faith, liturgy and racial justice education through a collaborative partnership with the 
Episcopal Diocese of Southern Virginia.  The Education and Training workgroup that was 
focused on this goal completed its work and the training in June of this year and named the 
programmatic offering “I Will With God’s Help.”  Members of the Ministry are prepared to 
share the curriculum with parishes, vestries, regional gatherings, and other institutions of 
the Diocese.  The liturgical design of this curriculum includes prayers for the church and 
world, confession, absolution, the Baptismal Covenant, and Holy Eucharist.  Please 
contact any member of the Ministry team if you are interested in hosting the training in your 
community or region. 

TRIANGLE OF HOPE 

This year the Diocese of Virginia hosted the Triangle of Hope youth pilgrimage.  The dates 
for the pilgrimage were set for June 30 – July 6, and a full itinerary that included travel to 
Museum of African American History and Culture, Belle Grove Historic Plantation, Shrine 
Mont, The Bray School (Colonial Williamsburg), Richmond Slave Trail, Montpelier and 
Roslyn Conference Center.  We learned on May 26th that our friends in Kumasi were unable 
to secure the group visa from the U.S. Embassy in Ghana and were further denied the ability 
to appeal the U.S. Embassy's decision. While we are terribly frustrated by the 
administration's decision to prevent youth from learning about the horrors of the 
Transatlantic slave trade and the church’s complicity, we created space to collectively 
lament the loss of their physical presence with us and worked to ensure that youth from 
Liverpool and Virginia remained digitally connected to our friends from Kumasi.  We remain 
grateful this summer for the leadership of the Rev’d Valerie Hayes, Jabriel Hasan, The Rev’d 
Susie Harding, and Sarah Himes for their visionary leadership, support of the training 
weekend, and thoughtful engagement with the youth from both dioceses.  The 2026 TOH 
Pilgrimage will be hosted by the Diocese of Kumasi, and plans are being made for travel to 
Ghana in the early weeks of August 2026. 

DIOCESAN WIDE BOOK STUDIES 

This year we supported three distinct book studies:  Being Indigenous in Jim Crow Virginia 
(Laura Feller), The Wounds Are the Witness (Yolanda Pierce), and Migrant God:  A Christian 
Vision for Immigrant Justice (Isaac Villegas). Each of the book studies provided an 
opportunity for those within our Diocese and beyond the opportunity not only for shared 
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learning and growth, but opportunity for fellowship.  We are especially grateful for the 
leadership that Drs. Chris Cameron and Jayne Osgood provided for these learning 
opportunities.   

BIPOC GATHERING at SHRINE MONT 

In the Spring of the year an intimate gathering of mostly persons of color gathered for 
“Shades of Faith” at Shrine Mont. The weekend experience was organized primarily by the 
leadership of Trinity (Arlington).  The retreat weekend leader was the Rev’d Dr. Gail Fisher 
Stewart, and offered individuals the opportunity to both retreat and gather for fellowship.  A 
second gathering is being explored for the Spring of 2026. 

REFRESHING TRUTH AND REPARATIONS TASK FORCE 

Earlier this year a strategic refresh of the Truth and Reparations Task Force was launched, 
and deep gratitude was extended to those who constituted the initial Task Force.  In 
developing the call for nomination and the visionary direction of the next phase of the work 
of the Task Force deep gratitude is extended to Jabriel Hassan, Deb Gandy, The Rev’d 
Kristen Farrington, Bishop Stevenson, and the Standing Committee for their hard work in 
drafting a comprehensive description of the work of the Task Force and naming the special 
gifts and skills that are needed for the next phase of the work.  We remain encouraged by 
the diversity of the newly named Truth and Reparations Task Force, and the refreshed 
ministry that is being launched in our Diocese.   

VIRGINIA PILGRIMAGE 

Inspired by a previous pilgrimage to Birmingham, Memphis, Selma and Montgomery this 
year, 28 pilgrims spent five days directly engaging with the 400-plus-year history of 
oppression against Indigenous peoples and enslaved Africans, as well as bearing witness 
to their resilience in the Diocese of Virginia. The pilgrimage intentionally centered on race, 
dedicating time for faithful and spiritual reflection at Roslyn alongside visits to the Upper 
Mattaponi and Mattaponi Indian Tribe and Reservation, the Richmond's former slave 
market district of Shockoe Bottom, and significant sites that held historical connections to 
the enslaved at Mount Vernon, the University of Virginia  (Memorial to Enslaved Laborers ) 
and Montpelier, the home of James Madison. The group additionally spent time at Christ 
Church, Alexandria exploring its history and learning about their significant engagement in 
the work racial justice.  Through several pre- and post-pilgrimage gatherings, worship, 
reflection, dialogue, and site engagement throughout the Diocese pilgrims renewed their 
commitment to Beloved Community, recognizing that loving Jesus means loving their 
neighbors, and that embodying justice is the path of discipleship toward living in beloved 
community. 
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The Ministry for Racial Justice and Healing in the Diocese of Virginia is embracing a bold 
and hopeful future, grounded in the conviction that true justice requires embracing the 
stories of the wounded and transforming the individuals, community, and institutions.  This 
past year has been defined by energetic growth and intentional action as the Ministry 
underwent a successful refresh, welcoming new leaders and streamlining its focus. In the 
upcoming year we anticipate not only  clear strategic ministry development, but deeper 
engagement with Indigenous Ministries as we explore a fall pilgrimage experience to 
NavajoLand, support of Latino and Spanish-Speaking Ministries through collaborative work 
with Congregational Vitality, and direct action that centers Immigrant justice concerns.  
With a clear vision to dismantle white supremacy, racism, and colonialism through 
education and advocacy, the Ministry is moving forward with confidence and excitement, 
certain that the ministry being done in Jesus’ Name is paving the way for a people to love 
Jesus, embody justice and be disciples in the Diocese of Virginia. 

 

 


