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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 

CONSTITUTION AND CANONS 

 
After receiving comments at our open hearing and other comments, the Committee on 

Constitution and Canons respectfully reports: 

 

C-1  The Committee recommends Adoption of C-1 on second reading. The Committee 

requests that C-1 be placed on the Consent Agenda. 

 

C-2  The Committee recommends Adoption of C-2 on first reading. 

 

C-3  The Committee recommends Adoption of C-3. 

 

C-4  The Committee recommends Rejection of C-4. 

 

Rationale:  The issue can be addressed by an amendment to the Canons (see C5a below) and 

does not require an amendment to the Constitution. 

 

C-5a The Committee recommends amendments to Canon 2 to add a new section 7 as stated 

below: 

 

Canon 2, Section 7. Youth Delegates. Each Region of the Diocese may elect one Youth 

Delegate and one Alternate Youth Delegate to the Annual Convention. Youth Delegates 

shall be confirmed communicants in good standing, between under the ages of sixteen 

and twenty-one (21) at the time of their election, and shall have seat, voice, and vote in 

the Convention. The election of Youth Delegates shall take place at a duly called 

meeting of the Regional Council on or before May 1 each year.  Provided, however, that 

Any Regional Council which has not elected its own Youth Delegate may elect any 

otherwise-eligible youth confirmed communicant in good standing of a congregation in 

this Diocese without regard to the youth’s home congregation or region.  Certification of 

election shall be submitted to the Secretary of the Convention in accordance with 

established procedures. 

The Committee recommends Adoption of C-5a with the amendments stated above. 

 

C-6 The Committee recommends a resolution to further address the issue of Youth Delegates 

as follows: 

 

A Resolution Supporting Youth Delegates to Diocesan Convention 

Resolved, that the 231st Annual Convention of the Diocese of Virginia affirms the vital 

role of youth in the life and governance of the Church, and celebrates the presence and 

contributions of the Official Youth Presence at the General Convention of The Episcopal 

Church; and be it further 
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Resolved, that this Convention acknowledges with concern the declining number of 

youth delegates elected to recent Diocesan Conventions, and recognizes the barriers—

logistical, procedural, and relational—that may hinder youth participation in diocesan 

governance; and be it further 

Resolved, that the Secretary of the Diocese of Virginia be requested to explore and 

develop practices and procedures that would support youth delegates to Diocesan 

Convention, including but not limited to: 

• Clear nomination and election guidance for youth eligibility and discernment 

• Orientation materials and mentorship opportunities for youth delegates 

• Logistical support for travel, lodging, and scheduling accommodations 

• Collaborative engagement with youth ministries and parish leaders to identify and 

empower potential youth delegates; and be it further 

Resolved, that the Secretary report findings and recommendations to the 232nd Annual 

Convention, with the goal of strengthening youth representation and leadership in the 

governance of the Diocese of Virginia. 

Rationale:: 

The Episcopal Church has long affirmed the leadership of young people, most visibly 

through the Official Youth Presence at General Convention and by Canonical provisions 

in the Diocese of Virginia. In recent years, the Diocese of Virginia has seen a decline in 

youth delegates elected to Convention, despite canonical provisions for their inclusion. 

A Canonical amendment will come before Council to offer more flexibility in the election 

of Youth Delegates but the Committee on Constitution and Canons feels that work 

beyond the Canons needs to be done. This resolution seeks to honor our baptismal 

commitment to “respect the dignity of every human being” by ensuring that youth are 

not only welcomed but equipped to participate fully in the councils of the Church. 

The Committee recommends Adoption of resolution C-6. 
 

Respectfully: 

The Committee on Constitution and Canons 
J. P. Causey Jr., Chair  Mr. Garway Bright 

The Rev. Michael Cadaret  Ms. Karen Grane 

The Rev. Amanda Kotval  The Rev. Emily Krudys    

The Rev. Jay Morris   The Rev Sven vanBaars 
 

 

 


