
 
 

 
 

 

On our third date my now-fiancé, Jere-

my, and I went to an improv comedy 
show. I picked the date and thought 
that laughing together would help 
ease the nervous energy we still had, 
or at least give us something to talk 
about. Jeremy had never seen live im-
prov before so when I explained that 
sometimes the performers bring in 
people from the audience, he ada-
mantly expressed that he hated being 
the center of attention and would nev-
er agree to it.  
  During the show Jeremy was called 
up to perform, and even though he 
thought he would be watching the 
whole performance, and he found 
himself invited to participate in a new 
way. Through watching him take on 
his fear, the entire audience was invit-
ed into connection, and joy and his 
bravery to change his mind gifted eve-
ryone with laughter. 
  Zacchaeus had a similar experience 
when he climbed a tree in anticipation 
of seeing Jesus. The idea of publically 
repenting or committing to make 
amends may have been his fear. Jesus 
never asked or suggested that Zac-
chaeus donate to the poor or right his 
wrongs, but rather Jesus offers him 
connection. By inviting himself to Zac-
chaeus’ home, Jesus shows everyone 
that Zacchaeus is worthy of welcome. 

It is this unexpected generosity of con-
nection, or grace, that changes his 
heart. The opportunity to host Jesus 
also gives him the chance to hear the 
concerns of his community and move 
forward with generosity.  
  Jesus said, “the Son of Man came to 
seek out and save the lost,” and we 
too have that opportunity whenever 
we build relationships, to say “yes” to 
a new experience, or give our time and 
talents in a way that will glorify God.  
  Through worship, prayers, celebra-
tions, grieving, serving, laughing and 
more, we are reminded that none of 
us is meant to be alone. We are all 
worthy of being found and being wel-
comed. Our churches and ministries 
can be some of the richest connec-
tions where we are invited by Jesus to 
join in, even when we think we’re only 
there to watch. By joining in we get to 
enjoy the unexpected generosity, 
grace, and joy that connection brings.  
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Reflection Questions 

1. Where has the Holy Spirit invit-
ed you to join in when you first 
thought you’d be watching?  

2. Where have you been called to 
use your gifts unexpectedly? 

3. How has unexpected generos-
ity led you into deeper connec-
tion? 

4. Imagine a community that 
welcomes and gives like Jesus. 
How might it be similar to your 
community? 
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