
Increase our faith Lord, the apostles 

plea Jesus in our text. They have a 
deep desire to serve, and that is not 
always a given. Sometimes, I do not 
have this desire. Sometimes, I would 
rather serve myself or material things 
rather than the living God. This com-
ing from a seminarian, who is devot-
ing himself and his vocation to minis-
try, must seem odd. But our lives pull 
us in all sorts of directions, good and 
bad.  
  It can be hard to stay centered in 
God. But I do not think Jesus is asking 
us for what we might grandly imagine. 
The disciples might not have the faith 
they think they need, but they have a 
deep desire. A fellow seminarian said 
to me about his prayer life that noth-
ing, absolutely nothing will get done 
until he has spent time centering him-
self with God. I loved that statement, 
and I hated how I fall short of that so 
many days. Regardless of my inapti-
tude towards this ideal, I have the de-
sire. The desire for Christ to increase 
my faith. The desire to be centered in 
God in everything I do or leave un-
done. 
  Jesus responds with a reassurance. 
Faith like a mustard seed can be mi-
raculous. And I think the disciples 
have shown their faith with their de-
sire for faith. I am reminded of anoth-

er text where a man tells Jesus, I be-
lieve, help my disbelief. In both narra-
tives, the people want to have faith. 
In both cases Jesus reassures them. 
They do not lack in faith but rather 
their desire redeems them and moves 
them closer to what they want. God 
does not ask for much, maybe just a 
mustard seed’s worth of desire to-
wards faith. 
  So, in this time of annual giving, re-
flecting on what we imagine we are 
being called to give, I think our imagi-
nations do not match with what is 
asked of us. If that was the case, we 
would all be called to be St. Francis, 
who gave everything he had. Rather, 
we are being called to desire faith in 
what we give. And use that faith, no 
matter how small, to use the gifts God 
has given us to do the work God has 
called us to do. Because God’s econo-
my can work miracles, if only we de-
sire it. 
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Reflection Questions 

1. Do you believe your view of 
giving reflects God’s desire 
of you? 

2. What does the desire to 
serve God look like in your 
life? 

3. When has your own stum-
bling revealed more than 
your success? 

4. What would moving the mul-
berry tree with faith look like 
in your life and in the life of 
your community? 
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